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Mllk/idoUM OF CONViiEiJ/LTIOH . 


Nicosia, Cyprus 
December 15, 2.96. 
Foreign Ministry 


Subject •. 


Privileges and Immunities 


Participant si Acting Foreign Minister Andreas Araousba 
Mr. George Pelaghias,' Chief of Protocol 
Ambassador Taylor o. Belcher 

Distribution i OTI 

Embassy 


•I called on the Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs to inauire 
as to the status of his deliberations on the question of J'TL plat»s. 
The Minister presented me with a fairly thick file including his 
no-^e of December It and my reply of December 9 concerning the ■or^val- 
egos and temunities for all official Americans on the island." Also 
aut^hsd VTtis a len&ohy tabulation givxng the nerves of the owners and 
details regarding the . importation of their automobiles at oresent 
circulating with ATI plates. 

VJhen I questioned him regarding the columns indicating amounts 
due rt turned out that the sizeable sums being assessed on the 
individual. onners represented not only the one-time registration fee 
but also the circulation fees going back to the tins the individual 
imported the car.. Trie total amount, which was something over 12,000, 
did not include the circulation fee for 1965 which is due now.' ~ 

I expressed astonishment at this proposal which would • require* the 
paymen u retroactively o.i. the annual fees and said X had certainly ~ 
never anticipated a proposal which would include this ex-post-facto 
provision. I pointed out that at.no time in the discussions between 
my staff and the staff of the Ministry had any intimation been given 
us that a proposal of this nature was even under consideration j on 
the contrary we had been led to believe initially that there might 
be some possibility of charging a moderate flat fee to cover a pro- 
rated. registration fee and circulation fee depending upon how long 
the car would remain on the island. I pointed out that this was 
certainly a far cry from our original suggestion to the Ministry 
that the few remaining cars (at that time 3h) night well be given 
gratis registration and a gratis circulation permit for the remainder 
of 1 96k, with the understanding that 1965 would be paid by the owner. 
Now the Ministry was not only indicating the Government of Cyprus 
would not approve any sort of prorated system but was also assessing 
fees ^retroactively. I felt this was an unfair burden to place on 
the individuals who. had never had any warning whatsoever that there 
was a remote possibility of this kind of assessment being mads. 
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MEMORANDUM 0? OOITV^aiTICSJ . 


Nicosia, Cyprus _ 
December 16, lyc’> 


Objects 


Privileges and Immunities 


Participants s Mr. Olafcos derides. President of the House of 

Representatives 
.Ambassador- Taylor G. Belcher 

Distribution t GTJ. 

Embassy 


At the end of my call on the President of the House I brought 
wo the caestion of privileges and tenuities and in particular the 
matter of the Ai.n plates with which I knew he was familiar* I tool: 
advantage of our long acquaintance to speak quite frankly and inf orr.e 
hira in detail!, of ray conversation the previous evening -with tho Acting 
Foreign Minister and the Chief of Protocol,. I pointed out that I 
viewed this proposed decision by the Government as unfair and un~ 
reasonable and that X would have an extremely difficult time justify- 
ing with my own staff tho - imposition of individual penalties such as 
those envisaged in the Foreign Ministry *s proposal* I told Clerides 
that on the other hand 31 could sell 'with some reason the proposition 
that as from January X owners of cars bearing ATI, plates who still 
'wished to use thorn on tho island would be required to pay the 
registration and circulation fees, -derides expressed the view that 
such an arrangement would satisfy the members of the House who had 
attacked the present 'illegal' 11 ' system and said that he could appre- 
ciate my problems with the proposals as presently outlined by the 
Foreign Ministry. In view of the fact that he was leaving tomorrow 
he said he would take the matter up with the Minister on his return 
from Paris next Monday* then I pointed out this might well be too. 
late and suggested he might somehow manage a holding operation until 
he got bade, he immediately phoned Mr. Araouzos (Acting Foreign 
Minister), 


Without mentioning the fact that I had raised the subject he 
told the Minister (in Greek) that he had read the file which had 
been circulated and had one or two questions and comments . He 
asked if the Minister would hold up any final decision until after 
his return from Paris next week. Araouzos agreed and Clerides 
left me with the impression that he would support my suggestion 
by intimating to the Minister that he felt the House would be 
satisfied with a less stringent requirement on the owners of the 
cars. 


TGBelcher/llw 
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about to reach a decision on a matter of such importance without 
even having discussed the question with vie or my staff. Vr. "e'*"- 
ghias then pointed out that this matter had been discussed cn 
nur,-ei ous o c c a sion s wic-li Amoasaador MilkintS and was the subject 
of several communications and in each case we had ended in dis~- 
agreement. He said that the lumistry could seo no utility in 
engaging in another round of conversations which would only end 
up uioii the same Disagreement. Therefore the decision had been 
taken to withdraw the privileges and ir-nunities previously accorded 
the radxo station personnel, based on the oft-renohted grounds th~t 
they were _ not part of the ad ministrative and technical staff of 'the 
Daba^oy since the c oiu iiunication facp.lities in which they worked hud 
no connection whatsoever with normal diplomatic and consular inter- 
course between our two countries. 

1 poin i.eo. on u thao my Government had always maintained that 
these stations were diplomatic radio stations engaged, in official 
activities and therefore should be accorded official status and 
their personnel should be treated accordingly. I pointed out that 
we had numerous radio stations in a number of countries and that 
to my knowledge no other C-overnnent insisted on this interpretation 
of their function. Ia% Pelaghias interposed that he understood 
that our radio facility ± n Libya operated with no m-iviio^es end no 
immunities for. the staff. I said. X would have to check that asser- 
tion because I found it difficult to believe that aside from the 
question of the status of the personnel we could hardly accept the 
Minister's no oe as consoiuuting an agreement in sufficient detail 
to cover the operation of the stations themselves particularly in 
view of the continued assertion that the stations had no official 
status.. I pointed, out the need to control access to the stations 
because of certain classified equipment which was in use and also 
brought up the question of the liability of the individuals work- 
mg there i or acts committed in line of official duty. Vie would 
have to have -some assurance that the agreement covered both the 
question of the importation of equipment and supplies and that 
there was some protection accorded, the individuals for their acts 
carried out in the course of their duties. The Minister assured 
me that there would ba no problem regarding the importation of 
official supplies and that these could coma in in my name but the 
question of the status of personnel would have to be in accordance 
with :the terms of his note. I pointed out that I had reported his 
Government’s views to Washington and I was awaiting instructions 
before expressing myself any further on this matter. In the. mean- 
time I reiterated my view that the status quo should be preserved 
until, such time as we could come to an agreement. 
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'Ourina oar discussion frequent ref or once was rr.de ' 

Cypriots to tbs Vienne Condition but 

that the convention did not apply snneo «-w«.x.Wiv co^q 
not consider the individuals concerned as renoois o, .he — 

adrd 


Lnistrative and technical staff 


further meeting with the 


Tt was a»t«eed that we would have «. * ------I — « „ . ^ 

Chief of Protocol before any action would be taken by tee Gj» ane 
the Minister said that he would be in touch mta ve -- 

ATI. cue at Ion as soon as he had canvassed une 
CoWtteo, including the President ci the house .0 ge, W-~* 
fj.v-.-j rnproval of this or some modified propose,,, (,.^9 
with oierides December 16 and with Solonddes December lu) 



TGBelcher/ll; 
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Enclosure 3 
A~2,8l Nicosia 


PARTICIPANTS: Mr 6 Renos Solcmides, Minister of Finance 
Ambassador Belcher 

PLACE: Hone of lellos Berne triades BATE: December 16 , 1964 

aiBJECT: Communications Facilities - Privileges and Immunities 

•WCTi>niL HJgWf w .e..i,ig ^ 

t Vi dinner at Bemetriades’ (House of Renresent^t-t v---0 v r ,, 

I ted a ions talk with the Minister of .Finance, if" 0 ' 

hi., complaints about the operation of the AID program ‘cto-S?’-*w 
so,ie time, I brought up the question of the m pfe.tes “S?‘ lih 

MwiiTSssr i “ siy< 1 TOnt ^ ^=?£^f£ 

,1: S ^ °£ ®y most accent conversation with Mr* Araou-o- (r- 

fato • t ° run MeraCon dated December 16) moHno- m.,«v j.v« ' , 

“ previous with the pSi^St tte ^ 

ir e Clera.de & (see Memcon December l6) e " * 

Mr* Solomides seemed impressed with my erminent o«a en4( , 4 , . 

e^infS: mltS? JSKT «* ^“ S 

SsiTof a ^ C y *? settl **S the question on the 

a v“ iai vho sgttntio, 

assessment* 1 order to a *°* d Payment of either 

made to m? by the President^? the B g teiaen:fcs 

can only speculate as to when on the PrivI Wa^° f i id ? S; one 

t™aS?'o?s oti ( fr\ er of w^oSf u 

one Minister of Labor and Mr* Araouzos himself, ' 


AMB:TGBel^^jsw: 12/17/64 
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